Printing for Change Lesson Plans

I. Introduce Unit

· 2005 NBC Photos of the year

· Images can have powerful effects on people.  Sometimes you were overcome with emotion – joy, shock, horror.

· Which ones had the most powerful effect on you?  Why?  

· We are going to be creating and sending a message to people through printmaking.
· Power point

· Shepard Fairey and examples

· Benefits of printmaking

· Kathe Kollowitz

· Introduce assignment and view examples

· Rules for sketching

· Positive and Negative

II. “Brainstorming for Print of Change” worksheet
· Brainstorm topic ideas

· Choose one that you are most passionate about by answering the question “If I could change one thing about the world, it would be . . .”

· Create 4 sketches that communicate that one topic.

· Bring it to me to get approved.

· Color in black sharpie the parts you will carve out.

Directions:

· Make at least 4 sketches to let the world know how the world needs to be changed.  

· Remember you can use line, color, texture, shape, form, value, and space to communicate!

· Think SIMPLE and use SYMBOLISM.

· Think about reflective properties . . . your image will be in reverse.

· No numbers or letters.

· Start by drawing a border.

· The image has to touch somewhere on all 4 sides of the square border.

· You can break or alter the border.

· Think about positive or negative. Blacken the parts that are negative space – you carve it away.  The border MUST stay white . . . you can not carve it.

III. Transfer design to linoleum
· Cut out 4x4” square that you’ve colored.

· Put two small pieces of tape on the top edge so it won’t move as you trace.

· Using carbon paper (black side down) trace design onto linoleum with ball point pen.  Use a ruler!

· Use sharpie to blacken everything you will carve.  The design should be EXACTLY the same at your paper one.

IV. Carving
· Show how to put blade in handle

· Take tip apart: If pieces fall out tell me and I will put them together with no questions.  It is not a problem if you tell me.  If we loose those pieces the handles are useless.

· Warm with iron.  10 sec under newspaper.  Do not melt – you don’t get more linoleum. 

· Blades are sharp and will cut you so you MUST keep your hand behind the blade.

· Cut all LINES first with #21 blade.  It is more detailed and exact.

· Cut all blackened parts with a larger number so it will go faster.  The larger the number, the larger the blade.

· Think about the direction you are carving.  The lines in the background show that it’s a print, give it texture, and movement.

· There should  be little or no black sharpie left on your linoleum when you are done.

· Take your time because if you slip or mess up I can not give you more linoleum.

V. Solid printing

· Show where materials are: brayer, ink, scrap paper

· Ask me for ink!  Do not take it yourself.

· Share with other people around you.  If you are done, set it on the table so someone else can come get it.  Do NOT waste ink!

· Set up work station: 2 pieces of scrap paper – 1 sloppy, 1 clean

· Put linoleum in middle of 1 paper

· Ink brayer – goal is not to fill tray, but to ink brayer evenly.  Roll in both directions so brayer is evenly coated.  Look for sticky sound.

· Roll on linoleum making sure there is an even layer of ink, and the entire thing is covered.

· Transfer to clean newspaper because you don’t want paper to get in it.

· Center paper on top and set it down without moving it.  

· Rub paper so that ink transfers.  Some printmakers use a burnishing tool, but I’ve found that the side of my hand works even better.

· Peel corners to check if there are places that you need to rub more.  Check all sides.

· More ink, less ink?  Carve more?  Wiggled it?  Problem solve!

· If there are blurry areas you might need to carve your design better.  Wash it off and carve again if needed.

· Ink is expensive. . . can make as many prints as you want as long as they are quality.  

· Put your name, section, and number them.  Prints become less clear because ink gets stuck in the cracks.  Explain that the first print is more valuable than the last print.  At the end, a printmaker destroys their template so no more prints can be made and the value of the prints does not go down.

· Hang on clothesline back to back.  Start on the back line.
Clean up 

· Wash brayer and tray in sink.  Set tray in drying rack.  Brayers go back in the bin.
· Clean linoleum and dry with paper towel.
· Throw dirty newspaper away.
· Clean table with a sponge.
VI. Multicolor Prints

· Ask me for ink!  Set on table when done so others can use it.  Save ink!

· I will put 2 colors of ink at the top.

· Touch brayer to the ink, pull down and roll.  Don’t use all the ink – take a little at a time.  You can not go in both directions this time or the colors will mix.

· In the center the colors should blend.

· Go over warm and cool colors.

· Reminders about drying work and clean up.

VII. Series

· Take large 12x12 paper and crease to find middle

· Ink it up, then put corner in cross section

· Keep rotating it rub over the edge of the table

· Can do 4 in a square, rotation or straight

· Can do 4 in a row – think about how colors might make a pattern.

· Required prints:

1. 5 solid 

2. 5 warm color

3. 5 cool color

4. 6 of your choice 

5. 1 series

VIII. Presenting Prints

· Lay in the order you printed them.

· Use a pencil like a real printmaker!

· Number on the left side under the print . . . 1/8, 2/8, 3/8 etc.

· Sign with artist signature on the right side under the print.

· Make an even border with a ruler and cut out.  You want to cut any smudges off.

· Glue your prints into your article neatly and in the center of the designated space.
· Staple one of each of your group members articles with their print, into a zine.  Make sure the title page is on top.






